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Translational Challenges in Hadiths with
Overlapping Islamic Terms: A Case Study on ljtihad,
Figh, I'rab, and Wud
Ali Hajji Khani!, Ahmad Sulaymani >

Abstract

One of the major obstacles to accurate understanding of hadiths lies in the
presence of lexemes that, while having original linguistic meanings, have
acquired specialized technical significations within the various Islamic
sciences. These semantic developments can lead to interpretive distortions, as
the terminological usages of such terms often diverge from the linguistic and
historical context in which the narrations originally emerged. This study
adopts a descriptive-analytical approach to explore the hermeneutical
challenges arising from neglecting the distinction between lexical and
technical meanings of key terms in the process of hadith translation. It further
seeks to provide methodological recommendations for achieving more
precise renderings. The analysis focuses on terms such as ijtihad, figh, i‘rab
al-Qur’an, and wudt’, highlighting how dual semantic layers can significantly
affect interpretive outcomes. Findings reveal that exclusive reliance on later
technical definitions-without due attention to the temporal and semantic
milieu of the hadiths' original articulation- can result in misunderstandings or
even contradictory interpretations. Consequently, it is imperative for Islamic
scholars and especially translators to approach hadith texts with sensitivity to
their original linguistic and historical frameworks. By rigorously attending to
both the lexical and terminological dimensions of key terms, translators can
contribute to a clearer and more faithful understanding of the Prophetic
tradition, minimizing common misinterpretations and enhancing the quality
of hadith translation.

Keywords: translational pathology, ijtihad, figh, Islamic sciences, translation,
hadith understanding.
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Shuhrah in Hadith Authentication: Ayatollah Burujirdi’s
Rijali Approach

Muhammad Husayn Shafaqniya!, RouhAllah Rafee?

Abstract

Ayatollah Burujirdi, one of the leading contemporary scholars in the
field of Islamic jurisprudence and biographical evaluation (‘ilm al-rijal),
played a pivotal role in advancing the discipline. Among his
contributions is the introduction of a nuanced criterion in hadith
authentication, wherein the collective rejection (i'rad) or practical
adoption (‘amal) of a narration by the scholarly majority (mashhiir) may
influence its level of credibility—particularly in cases of contradiction
between reports. Based on this view, narrative fame (shuhrah) may be
prioritized even over the apparent reliability of the chain of transmission,
regardless of the narrators’ trustworthiness. This study employs a
descriptive-analytical method to explore Ayatollah Burdjirdi’s
perspectives on narrative fame, demonstrating that, in his view, shuhrah
does not independently determine the preference or rejection of a report.
Rather, it is treated as a probabilistic indicator (qarina zanniyya) to be
considered alongside other evaluative factors. This position, evident in
his advanced jurisprudential lectures (taqrirat al-dars al-kharij), stands in
contrast to the approach of Shaykh Ansari, who attributed autonomous
evidentiary value to shuhrah.

Keywords: shuhrah (narrative fame), mashhar, Burujirdi, hadith
authentication, rijal studies.

1. Graduate of Level 4 (Advanced Studies), and Professor at Qom Seminary. (Corresponding
author). Email: M.hoseinshafagh@gmail.com.

2. Level 4 Researcher, Specialized Center for Hadith Sciences, Qom Seminary.
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Hadith Studies from the Perspective of Ayatollah

Mirbagqiri: Foundations, Stages, Pitfalls, and Horizons
Amir Reza Qoli!, Mustafa Qadim Abadi’

Abstract

The necessity of engaging in structured hadith studies in contemporary
times is widely acknowledged. Ayatollah Mirbagiri, a prominent scholar of
jurisprudence and hadith in the Qom seminary, maintains that certain
foundational elements are indispensable at the outset of the path of hadith
engagement. These include attention to the distinct linguistic and spiritual
characteristics of the speech of the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them),
adherence to divine piety to attain the station of the "servant under divine trial"
(‘abd-e mumtahan), mastery of preliminary sciences, transcending the
frameworks and terminologies of other disciplines, and being mindful of the
higher purposes of hadith study. Following these prerequisites, he proposes a
three-stage process for hadith scholarship consisting of (1) cultivation of
intimacy and frequent recitation with the etiquette of presence, (2) developing
familiarity, and (3) engaging in analytical research—centered around
foundational texts such as al-Kafi, the works of Shaykh Sadtq, and Bihar al-
Anwar. He identifies several key npitfalls along this path, including
superficiality or unregulated over-analysis, a fragmented approach to religious
knowledge, neglect of the current needs of the believing society, either
dismissing other fields of knowledge or subordinating hadith understanding
to them, and haste or impatience. Furthermore, he envisions three major
horizons for the future of hadith scholarship: the compilation of new
comprehensive hadith encyclopedias oriented toward social planning,
authenticity evaluation of narrations based on contemporary interpretive
capacities, and holistic tafagquh (deep understanding) aimed at governing the
community of believers. The present study is based on a descriptive-analytical
method and draws upon both the written and oral teachings of Ayatollah
Mirbaqiri.

Keywords: hadith study path, hadith scholarship, Mirbagiri, textual
analysis, dirayah al-hadith

1. PhD candidate in Sciences and Teachings of Nahj al-Balaghah, University of Qur’an and
Hadith. (Corresponding author). Email: Jangenarm123@gmail.com

2. PhD candidate in Qur’anic and Hadith Sciences, University of Qur’an and Hadith. Email:
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A Semantic Analysis of the Expression (Minni wa minna)

in the Discourse of Shii Hadith
AliReza Nuri Forushani!

Abstract

The frequent recurrence of expressions such as “Husayn is from me
and I am from Husayn” in Shi‘T hadith literature reflects the presence of
a distinctive rhetorical pattern whose semantic dimensions warrant
detailed investigation in order to clarify its intended meaning and
improve our understanding of such narrations. Despite the centrality of
this formula in many reports, it has not received substantial attention in
existing hadith scholarship. This study therefore poses the question: what
iIs the intended meaning of this formulation, and what are its semantic
characteristics? Using a descriptive-analytical method and by examining
narrations containing this construction, the study demonstrates that this
expression functions as a rhetorical mode, appearing in both affirmative
and negative contexts throughout the hadith corpus. In all cases,
regardless of contextual variation, the common semantic core is the
concept of followership or affiliative alignment. Although in specific
cases the expression may be accompanied by connotations such as
essential attachment, attributed qualities, disavowal, enmity, or
opposition, these are context-dependent features and not intrinsic to the
rhetorical structure itself. No prior study or dedicated research addressing
this particular expression was identified.

Keywords: followership, minni wa minna expression, disavowal,
enmity, essential opposition.

1. M.A. in Hadtth Sciences, University of Qur’an and Hadith, Isfahan, Iran.
Email: An1142287440@gmail.com
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The Pivotal Role of Parents in Child Upbringing from the

Perspective of al— Sahifa al—Sajjadiyya

Hasan Fekri'
Abstract
The status of parents in the Quran and Islamic traditions, particularly in al-Sahifa al-
Sajjadiyya, is of exceptional importance. Honoring and showing kindness to parents is regarded as
one of the fundamental teachings of Islam, ranking immediately after the worship of God. As arich
source of spiritual and ethical guidance, al- Sahifa al- Sajjadiyya elucidates the role and position of
parents in the upbringing of children, thereby underscoring the need for scholarly investigation
into its educational teachings. This study aims to identify and analyze the educational components
related to parents in the lives of their children based on the teachings of al-Sahifa al- Sajjadiyya.
Adopting a descriptive-analytical approach, the research explores the themes of Supplication
Twenty-Four and other related prayers, drawing upon Qur’anic verses and prophetic traditions to
extract key concepts pertaining to the role and status of parents. The findings are organized into
two principal sections: (1) “The Status of Parents,” which explains the significance and dignity of
parents in the thought of Imam al-Sajjad (peace be upon him), and (2) “The Educational Role of
Parents,” which explores their duties and responsibilities in the religious, ethical, and social
upbringing of their children. The results of this study reveal Imam al-Sajjad’s strong emphasis on
the critical role of parents in child development and offer valuable insights for enhancing parental
awareness and effectiveness in child-rearing.
Keywords: parental and filial duties, family, supplication, Imam al-Sajjad (peace be upon

him), Qur’anic and hadith-based teachings.

1. Lecturer, Specialized Center for Hadith Studies, Qom Seminary.
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A Methodological Study of Parenting from the
Perspective of Imam al—-Sajjad (peace be upon him) in
al—Sahifa al—Sajjadiyya
Ali Akbar Khodamiyan Arani'

Abstract
Parenting, or the upbringing of children, plays a pivotal role in

}2;{; shaping an individual's character and life trajectory. Numerous social,

Hadith-e hawzah — 29

cultural, doctrinal, ethical, and psychological challenges in society stem
from improper or deficient parenting. Familiarity with sound parenting
methods and their practical application by parents contributes to the
formation of a healthy, dynamic, and progressive society. The universal
human need for proper upbringing, coupled with the relative scarcity of
systematic and effective research in this domain, underscores the
necessity of a comprehensive educational inquiry grounded in religious
texts. The supplications of al-Sahifa al-Sajjadiyya, as a component of the
body of religious knowledge, encompass a complete and coherent set of
pedagogical approaches. This study, conducted using a descriptive-
analytical method, investigates the supplications of al-Sahifa al-
Sajjadiyya with a focus on their educational teachings, and explores the
parenting methods espoused by Imam al-Sajjad (peace be upon him).
Through the identification of eight key and influential methods in child-
rearing, the research endeavors to explicate each approach in detail. The
innovative contribution of this study lies in its presentation of a structured
and comprehensive framework for parenting methods, supplemented by
concrete examples extracted from al-Sahifa al-Sajjadiyya.

Keywords: prevention and control, talent cultivation, role modeling,
parenting, religious upbringing, Islamic teachings.

1. Senior Lecturer in the Seminary and the Specialized Center for Hadith Studies, and Assistant
Professor, Department of Comparative Hadith Sciences, Al-Mustafa International University.
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A Rijalt and Hadith-Based Analysis of the Identification of
Muhammad ibn Isma‘il in the Opening Chains of Transmission in al-
Kaft

Muhammad Sadiq Bakhshi Juybari'

Abstract

The seminal work al-Kafi, authored by the thigat al-Islam al-Kulayni,
occupies a pivotal position in the corpus of ShiT hadith literature. One
of the recurring challenges in engaging with the chains of transmission
(asanid) in al-Kaff lies in the presence of common names among the
narrators, necessitating a meticulous analytical approach for accurate
identification and classification. Among such narrators is Muhammad
ibn Isma‘il, who appears at the outset of the chain in 575 narrations,
primarily from the compilations of Fadl ibn Shadhan al-Nishabdri. The
significance of correctly identifying this narrator is underscored by the
fact that the name Muhammad ibn Isma’‘il is shared by at least nineteen
individuals across various generations of transmitters. Determining the
specific individual who served as a direct teacher of al-Kulayni is further
complicated by the absence of explicit biographical data. This ambiguity
calls for a renewed and rigorous investigation. This study seeks to
resolve the uncertainty by examining multiple hypotheses concerning
the identity of Muhammad ibn Isma‘l. By analyzing internal and
external evidence, contextual clues, and the frequency and acceptance
of his narrations by Sh17 jurists, the author argues that the narrator in
question is Muhammad ibn Isma‘il al-Nishabdri, who belonged to the
generation of al-Kulayni's teachers and was a reliable transmitter
(thiga). Consequently, the narrations transmitted through him may be
deemed trustworthy and authoritative.

Keywords: al-Kulayni, Muhammad ibn Isma‘ll, Bandadqi, Nishaburri,
Fadl ibn Shadhan, distinguishing shared names in transmission.

1. Instructor, Qom Seminary, Qom, lIran.
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